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ere are stories within stories within stories.

What we see in them re ects what we bring to them. But what we take away
can change our thinking and our lives forever. Look around!

Shakespeare’s stories work, too!

I try to schedule activities for Emerald Park Retire-
ment Center residents that enrich their lives, that

0 er physical, emotional, spiritual or intellectual
stimulation, says the Centers Program Director
Marcia Cantaluppi. She chose April 23, the date on
which legend says Shakespeare was born and died,
for an all-day Shakespeare celebration featuring food,
costumes, music  and an exciting new StoriesWWork
presentation.  is seemed like a great opportunity
to see what StoriesWWork was all about. And for
StoriesWork to enrich the Centers celebration.

Executive Director Lenora Ucko and board member
Margie Rose chose two Shakespeare plays with the
folktales that apparently inspired each one  Taming
of the Shrew and the folktale, e Devil s Bet (see
accompanying article); also Merchant of Venice and
the folktale, A Bargain is a Bargain. Like many
authors before and after him, Shakespeare drew from
traditional tales for many of his works, observes Ucko.
We and the Emerald Pond residents had a lot of fun
comparing the traditional stories with Shakespeare s
take on them. In response to StoriesWWork questions,
the audience had much to say about the Bard, his
times and his outlook.

continued on next page

What Was | atis the question resi-
Shakespeare dents at the Emerald Pond
inking? - Retirement Center pon-

. dered on April 23, when
Lenora Ucko and Margie Rose led a discussion
about two Shakespeare plays and the folk story that
inspired each one.

One example: Shakespeares e Taming of the
Shrew, loosely based on the following folktale.

e Devil s Bet

Jamie was attracted to Nora despite her negative per-
sonality.  ough she did not have a kind word for the
strong handsome young man, Nora married him and
returned to his home.  ere, Nora encountered a demon
who came out of the well at night and terri ed people.
e demon bet Nora that he would scare her o within

amonth. Nora was sure she could scare the demon away

rst. ey tricked, harassed and scolded each other mer-
cilessly, to no avail. Instead, Jamie urged Nora to try
kind words and a gentle touch. She did, and so confused
the demon that he ed, never to return. Nora admired
Jamies wisdom and they lived together for years with
kind words and gentle touches, enjoying the treasure the
demon had left buried in the well.
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