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Look Around! We are asked all the time: how do you þnd so many stories? where do they come from? 
how come they þt such different topics? The short answer is òIf you look, you will þnd them.ó  

The longer answer is: òStorytelling has been around since before there was agriculture or  
warfare or writing or any other ômodernõ activity.ó With a history like that, how can there not  

be a story for every possible human endeavor? Look around!

Reþections on Storytelling for Adults
Fascinating!  Enriching! Enlightening!  Inspiring!
Proud to be among this group of creative, imaginative 
and problem-solving folks!

�ese are a few of the comments from audience 
members at the six StoriesWork Storytelling for Adults 
programs between September 2006 and April 2007. 

�rough the generous support of the North Carolina 
Humanities Council, StoriesWork was able bring 
these unique sessions to our community and provide 
an enriching experience for our many audiences. 

We partnered with the Durham County Public 
Library and thank them for their generous support 
at each session. As a co-sponsor, the library pro-
vided sta� assistance, meeting and display space, 
and marketing support. According to Lisa Dendy, 
Adult Services Librarian, ��e Library was pleased 
to host the 2006-2007  StoriesWork Storytelling for 
Adults series. �is series brought together storytell-
ers, professionals from many �elds and members of 
the general public in a way that was insightful and 
non-threatening.�  
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Storytelling for Adults was  
a broad ranging program  
addressing many topics of 
current interest. We told folk 
stories from all over the world 

and then raised challenging questions.   Here are 
two sample stories, one about Aging and one on 
Ethnicity and Race. �e questions following each 
story brought forth many stimulating comments. 
What would your answers be?

Who Deserves to be Saved?  
(An old folk story about aging retold by Tolstoi)

 A raven was carrying his chicks, one at a time, 
from an island to the mainland. In mid �ight he 
asked the �rst, �Who will carry me when I am old 
and can no longer �y?�
�I will,� answered the young raven, but the father 
did not believe him, and dropped him into the sea.
�e same question was put to the second chick. He 
too replied, �I will carry you when you are old,� 
and the father also let him fall into the sea.
�e last chick received the same question, but 
he answered, �Father, you will have to fend for 
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